1936 Elgin, Illinois, Centennial Half Dollar 


Mintage of 20,015 - 15 examples for assay, 5,000 returned for melting. Designed and modeled by Trygve A. Rovelstad and 
distributed by the Elgin Centennial Monumental Committee through L.W. Hoffecker of El Paso, Texas, at $1.50 each. Image 
courtesy of Heritage Auctions. 


Authorized by Congress on June 16, 1936 and issued to commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of 
the founding of the city of Elgin, Illinois, and the erection of a heroic Pioneer Memorial. 


Design: 
Obverse: The obverse of this issue depicts the head of a bearded pioneer wearing a fur cap, facing 
left. Widely spaced in the upper border is the word “PIONEER.” Trygve Andor Rovelstad, the designer of 
this issue has his monogrammed initials (TAR) placed in the field below the beard, while in the lower 
field is the motto "IN GOD WE TRUST”. 

Below the pioneer is located the commemorative dates 1673 1936 separated by a star. Elgin, a city 
located on the Fox River approximately 29 miles northwest of Chicago, celebrated its 100th anniversary 
in 1935. Therefore, the dates which appear on this issue have no connection with Elgin, Ill. These dates 
refer to the year in which the French explorers Joliet and Marquette first entered the territory, a section 
of which today is Illinois. The date 1936 refers to the date of striking, since the centennial of the city was 
1935. 


Reverse: This is the first issue to depict a "suggested" infant on our coinage. It's faceless and you 
almost do not realize what the woman pioneer is holding. That's why mint designers label it suggested. 
The first defined infant appears on the 1937 Roanoke half dollar, while the first "implied" baby appears 
within a Conestoga wagon on the 1926 Oregon Trail issues. 

The reverse of this issue depicts a group of five pioneers. At the left we note a pioneer holding a rifle 
in a horizontal position. It is his head, by the way, which is depicted on the coin's obverse just described 
and was designed from the Pioneer Memorial Statue. We also observe a standing boy who is holding a 
stick and another male in the background. The baby being held in the mother's arms is the fifth pioneer. 

Around the upper border is "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA." Directly below is the legend "LIBERTY" 
(barely visible). In the lower field appears "E PLURIBUS UNUM” and the coin's denomination. Located in 
the left field is the inscription "PIONEER MEMORIAL" while in the right field we note the inscription "ELGIN 
ILLINOIS". 


Pioneer Family Memorial Sculpture. Dedicated on November 11, 2001, the project was overseen by the Pioneer Memorial 
Foundation and created by artist Trygve Rovelstad. It is composed of bronze. The statue is composed of four main figures 
and an infant. One of the main figures was modeled after Elgin’s founder, James T. Gifford. This sculpture is a tribute to 
the original pioneers who settled in Elgin. Courtesy of the Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin. 


Designs for this issue were prepared by Trygve Rovelstad, who adapted both the obverse and reverse 
from his sketch’s of the Pioneer Memorial Statue. It was for the purpose of financing the heroic Memorial 
that the issue of half-dollars was authorized, as noted in the Act. During October, 1936, a total of 25,015 
pieces were struck at the Philadelphia Mint and released to the Elgin Centennial Monumental Committee 
of Elgin, Illinois, which distributed them at one dollar and fifty cents each through Mr. L.W. Hoffecker of El 
Paso, Texas. 


Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts 
Minutes of Meeting held in New York City, July 17, 1936. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman 

Mr. Clarke 

Mr. Lawrie 

Mr. Savage 

Mr. Borie 

Mr. Shepley 


Also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Secretary and Administrative Officer. 


Elgin, Illinois Memorial Coin: under date of July 15, 1936, the following letter was received from the 
Acting Director of the Mint, submitting sketches for the Elgin Illinois, memorial coin: 


July 15, 1936. 


Hon. Charles Moore, Chairman, 
Commission of Fine Arts, 

Navy Department Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir, 

| am submitting sketches of a model for the coin authorized by Congress to be issued in 
commemoration of the one hundredth anniversary of the founding of the city of Elgin, Illinois, and the 
erection of a heroic Pioneer Memorial. 

The sketches are submitted for your consideration as to their artistic merits, and with the understanding 
that the plaster model will be presented before final approval is attached by the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) M.M. O'Reilly, 
Acting Director of the Mint. 


The sketches were inspected by Mr. Lawrie in particular. The obverse represented a head of one of the 
founders of the city and the reverse a group from the Pioneer Memorial. Mr. Lawrie advised that the head 
on the obverse should be shown in profile and with this criticism the sketches were approved and a report 
was made to the Acting Director of the Mint accordingly, it being understood that models of the sketches 
will be submitted later. (Exhibit C) 


EXHIBIT C 


July 17, 1936. 
Dear Miss O'Reilly: 

Your letter of July 15, with which you submitted sketches of a design for the Elgin, Illinois, memorial 
coin, has been received. The Commission of Fine Arts considered the sketches at their meeting held 
today in New York City and approved the sketches. The head of the obverse should be shown in profile. 

For the Commission of Fine Arts: 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) Charles Moore, 
Chairman. 


Hon. M. M. O'Reilly 
Acting Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D. C. 


"The coin (above) at the chapter start is graded Specimen (SP) 67 by Numismatic Guaranty Company 
(NGC), the only Elgin so designated by NGC. The Elgin commemorative half dollar is another mid-1930s 
issue that had mixed-up historical facts, but in this case the outcome was as intended. The 1936 date 
does indeed refer to the year the coin was issued, but it was not the year of the centennial of the city 
(which was 1935). The 1673 date refers to the year Joliet and Marquette explored the area, but they 
seem to have no connection with the coin or Elgin, Illinois. The profits were to have been directed to the 
completion of the statue, Pioneer Memorial, whose base was erected in 1934, but the statue was not 
completed until 2001, eleven years after the sculptors death. Unlike other commemorative halves, 
though, much of the proceeds went toward a tangible commemorative, rather than lining a contemporary 
coin dealer's pockets. 

The surfaces of this piece are an interesting case study. They have a mild matte-like appearance. 
Anthony Swiatek, in his 2012 commemorative reference, mentions a coin specifically treated by Chief 
Engraver John Sinnock in the Mint. The pickled surface Sinnock imparted to the coin Swiatek mentions 
would not technically be a matte proof, as matte proofs are sprayed with a fine stream of grit which- 
imparts a granular, sandblast surfaces to the coin. The Sinnock coin would resemble a matte (technically 
a ‘sandblast’) proof. Perhaps this is the reason this piece is designated a specimen striking rather than a 
proof. 

The surfaces show this unusual 'pickled' appearance throughout. The highest portion of the design 
elements show a few shallow scrapes, but bear in mind these are barely perceptible and in concert with 
the numeric grade assigned and the remainder of the coin is remarkably free from abrasions. Pale gray 


patina evenly covers each side.“ 


1 Courtesy of Heritage Auctions, 2016 January 6 - 11 FUN US Coins Signature Auction - Tampa. 
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Cot. 25, 1955. 


Lr. T. A. Rovelsted, Chairman, 


Elçin Centennial Monumental Cor. 
Elzin Illinois. 
Dear Sir: 


L. br Dar reference to handling your Zlzin 

coin, I have balances my -ooks on tho Old Spanish Tr^il coin. 
Ta have been receiving orders ninoc the firot of zy ond I have 
ile: *onizfeeper end astenovrerher since June lot cni ex796t 
io kom the tener ner the betence of the "(3th en I ^z gill 
reco! yino 401012arable corr^^poadonoe,. 


After careful cosideretion, I "ill wandle veur 
1 % i~ “Ne pant manors I imniled rei e- iti sill Saver 
collectors in "reference to Ce«lers, not lot any cealer have 
aay srt number of tha cone. y zentizuing the sale for three 
or four zo: ma the collectora 5111 have no richt to complain i? 
they f^i! to rat nny of the casina nad I vill keer the rice at 
2.00 until the inwo in exhuxunted. I now have a nuch lerzer 


mM MEIN AL tem „red. 


Mone imuna mot he handled in the future as 
some cawiittees handled thay in the ragi or the 2overnzent 7111 
?iscostinus the conan: of co "erzorslives entirels . 


Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall 2000, p. 35. 
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Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall 2000, p. 35. 
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Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall 2000, p. 36. 


L. W. HOFFECKER 
LOANS AND MORTGAGES 
1514 MONTANA STREET 


EL PASO, TEXAS 


January 24, 1936. 


Mr. T. A. Rovelstad, 
Elgin, Illinois. 


Dear Mr. Rovelstad: 


I &m sending you by parcel post today, two 
plaster casts of the Old Spanish Trail coin, for you guidance, 
and when you are through with them, please return them as ve 
vant them for our museum. 

I have been appointed chairman of a committee, 
by the President of the Numismatic Society, end asked to 
select tzo other members, to go to Washington in the near 
future and consult with the Treasury Department about the 
future issues of commemorative coins, and to try and stop 
the rackets that they are running on the present issues. I 
will go by way of Chicago and will stop off and see you as 
I go through. Will let you know later when I expect to 
start so you can tell me if you will be in the city. 

with kind regards, I am 


Yours "m Le 0 N 


c 


LH H 


Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall 2000, p. 37. 


L W HOFFECKER 
LOANS AND MORTGAGES 
{She wONTAmNA 5TRÉET 
EL PASO, TEXAS 


February 11, 1936 


"a T. A. Novels tad, 
ain, Yl2inoin. 


Jeor r. 2ovcelstad: 
Received vour letter iron ‘ianhin~ton and 
flac to hear vou are cettine alone so well with the coin. 

I neglected to tell vou when I sent the 
plaster casts that the Commission o? Fine Arts objected 
to the riband under the word "Liberty" and they took that 
orf in the ‘int when they made the dies, just putting the 
plain letters on. 

You nentioned that your Representative 
advised you to start richt anay with the cesta. It is 
necessary for vou to get a permit from Ura» Nellie Tayloe 
Ross, rector oi ihe Ant before xou can make any casia 
for a coin as it is against the lau to meke then without 
Ms sernit. 

I am still waitine to heer fron the Presi- 
dent cf ine american Numismatic Association before I start 
or VJashinston but will send you a wire as soon as I start. 

You coul. have cour rawin made; I do not 
think there is any ob!ection to gak ing the drawing, which 
also has to be passed on by the Commission of Fine Arts, 
and in case thes had any obicciion to vour design it would 
be easier to change the design than it would be to change 
“he models. 


Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall 2000, p. 38. 


The Commission of Pine Arts meet only 
once & month and it vill be well for you to ascertain when 
they meet as soon as you are sure that the President will 
sign you bill. br. H. P. Caemmemer is the Secretary and 
has his office in the Lavy Department Building in Vashins- 
ton end can give you all the information you need. 

Immediately on receipt of your letter 
from Lash ing ton I sent you a telegram telling you to see 
Ur. Caemmemer, end also to see about the permit for mak= 
ing the casts but the telegraph company informed me that 
you had left for Nen York and were poing home from there. 

Of course, if vou ver: sure your plaster 
casts vould pass with a fes minor changes, it would save 
tine to have the Comission of Fine Arts pass on the caste 
instead of on the drawing. I ‘ould advise you, however, 
to "rite Mr. Coemmemer fully asking his opinions 

With kind rerards, I am 


Yours very truly, 


m cm fee 


Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall 2000, p. 38. 


Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. 


Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. 
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APPLICATION FOR ELGIN CENTENNIAL HALF DOLLARS 


M — 00 


L. W. Hoffecker, Distributor 
Pp. O. Box 75, EI Paso, Teras 


I hereby subscribe lor Elgin Ceutennial * 
Commemorative Coins and enclose herewith(Money Order) 
(Check ) 
fer — a. TE this subscription is accepted it is 


understood the coins will be forwarded to me at the address 
given as soon as same are avaliable. Otherwise, remittance 


will be refunded at once. 
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Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. 


Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. 


Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. 


The first plaster casting of the obverse and reverse design by Rovelstad, each 10 inches in diameter, on a 21x12 1/2 inch 
plaster slab. Courtesy Heritage Auctions. 


ER uns ! July 25, 1936. 
| Dear Sir: 


* 


This will ecknowledge with thanks your order for 


one _Elgin Commemorative Hal f-Dol lars and your 
remittance for 3 1.60 _ to cover cost of same. 
Coins will be shipped by insured — post 


as soon as minted. 
Yours very truly, 


L. H. Hoffecker, Distributor 
P. Q. Box 15, El Paso, Texas 
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Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall/Winter - 1997, Volume 
15 - #1 & #2, p. 71. 


L. W. HorrFECKER - 
DISTRIBUTOR — 
ELGIN CENTENNIAL COIN x 
P.O. BOX 75-EL PASO, TẸXAS 
August 31, 1936. 


Mr. T. A. Rovelstad, 
302 S. 8t., 
Arlington, Va. 


Dear Mr. Roveletad: ; [ D 2 


* 
AS. 


Your letter of Jat 1908 mad formed to me at. ‘Minneapolis; sso the photo- 


<r 


grapbs. : — . 


I stopped at Elgin on my way back, and caw Mr. Hansen, and got uin to O.k. the 
copy of the order on the mint. Also saw your mother and the Rev. Rognlie. I am en- 
closing two copies of the order. ‘You may sign the original and send it to me, and 
keep the copy for your files. Please have someone witness your signature. 


The Rev. Rogniie and I went over zo two of the banks. I did not go to the 
Union Bank, as they wrote zo a letter and did not seem to be very enthusiastic about 
taking any of the coins. We also went 20 the newspaper office, and think we will get 
a good. write-up in your Elgin paper. Wo saw Mr. Davis, I believe his name ms, and I 
gave hin the photograph So he could have a cut made to print in your local paper. I 
saw Mr. Frank G. Duffield, ‘the editor of the Numismatist, at Minneapolis, and he mants 
a cut:as soon as he can get it, but would liko to havo a littlo bottor photograph than 


the ono you sent me. His address is 4215 Fernhill Blvd., Baltimore, Maryland, and I 
8 you would see to getting him a good pictura as soon as possible. Also de sure . 

and let me know as soon as thoy are working on the dies, as I want. to met out some- 
now edvortioing at that tino. 


Up to the 19th of the month I had sold about 11,000 coins, end choy aro averaging 
about 100 a day since. However, I have prospects for a couple. PER Ha orders. 


With pine. —— T 


Recently Gloria Rovelstad, widow of Trygve Rovelstad, designer of the 1936 Elgin 
Centennial half dollar, found the letter reproduced herewith and sent it to us. 
Hoffecker, who later was president of the American Numismatic Association, was a 
salesman deluxe, and way down in El Paso, Texas, masterminded the merchandising 
of the Elgin half dollars. This particular letter indicates that Hoffecker was the power 
behind the throne, and took care of the order of coinage at the Philadelphia Mint. 
The letter also discusses publicity. 


Courtesy of the Commemorative Trail-Fall/Winter 1996, p.54. CT from Bowers and Merena’s Rare Coin Review, No. 114, 
November/December 1996 


L. W. HorrEckER 


DISTRISUTOR 
ELGIN CENTENNIAL COIN 


P, O. BOX 75- EL PASO, TEXAS 


December 12, 1936. 


Mr. T. A. Rovelstad, 
539 Ryerson Ave., 
Elgin, Ill. 


Dear Mr. Rovelstad: 


Received your air wail of the 10th, and of course it is very evident 
that it would cut both of our profits in proportion. I note you say the 
coins are advertised in the Numismatist from $1.50 to $2.00. Tou cannot go 
much on what you see in ads. Some of the advertisers are asking 250.00 3 
set for the Cincinnati coins, and others 335.00, and I have bought then for 
$30.00, The Lincoln, Illinois coin is advertised fron 91.50 to 32.00, and 
I bought 100 for $.75 lest week. 


I em not trying to influence you, and want you to use your orm jucg- 
ment, but it would not have been right for me to go ahead without asking 
you, as.in case the coins vere not all sold, and you found out about it 
later, you would have had a right to censure me for not bringing the matter 
up. 


I don't know what this man intends to ask for then, but it does not 
look reasonable that he would ask less than $1.50, and between you and me, 
1 think he is going to get "stung" if he buys that many, as I have had one 
or two letters from some of the other dealers saying the only fault they 
had to finé with the Elgin coin was it hnd been too well distributed, and 
whoever buys 4,000 is going to wait considerable time to get rid of then. 
You understand I stated in ny letter that ho wanted me to take some coins 
off his hands that I expect he has already been stung on, and I would 
probably be a year selling those. 


Figuring thet there is a dollar profit in these coins, selling then 
at $1.50, and you are getting 65 per cent of this profit, and 1 am getting 
35 per cent, this would reduce my profit 8 3/4 cents, and yours 162; total- 
ing the 25 cents he is asking us to discount our price. t 


Now I have laid all the facts before you, and it is up to you. I eg 
have written about twenty banks in the three or four counties right around Cy" 
your locality, asking them if they would not take a supply of the coins for. v 


the holidays. í^ 
1 
Awaiting your reply, I am 2c 
Yours / ly, E 


L. W. Hoffecker. 
4 


Courtesy of the Commemorative Trail-Fall 2000, p. 39. 
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L. W. HOFFECKER 


DISTRIBUTOR 
ELGIN CENTENNIAL COIN 


P.O. Box 75-EL PASO, TEXAS 


CONTENTS —— - 1 
' MERCHANDISE- -FOURTH CLASS MAIL T 


POSTMASTER: THIS PARDEL MAY BE OPENED 
FOR "OSA, INSPECTION IF NECUSSAnY 


tivan ros race we antes 


Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, July 1985, p. 42. 


L.W. Hoffecker, distributor for the 1936 Elgin, Illinois, commemorative, 
prepared the issue for mailing. Courtesy The Numismatist, L.W. Hoffecker, by 
Eric Brothers, June 2014, p. 65. 


Rovelstad had a single 3-piece coin case made by Medallic Art 
Co., NY, gold stamped on top, with the names of the politicians 
who helped make the coin a reality. | purchased this (Anthony 
Swiatek) unique case from his late wife Gloria for $2,000, as well 
as the actual drawing of the issue ($5,000, see above) housed in a 
frame 2” X 1 1/2.”... 


Extremely Rare Elgin Presentation Case Top 


Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, 2007, Volume 24, No. 1 of 


3, p. 31. 
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Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, 2007, Volume 24, No. 1 of 
3, p. 32. 


“Wrapping Up 
A statement sent by L.W. Hoffecker to Trygve Rovelstad, circa late March 1937, included the following 
figures: 


Total coins sold to date: 18,790 
Coins (additional to above) sent to Rovelstad: 200 


Coins received directly from the Mint by Rovelstad: 10 


Coins on consignment to the First National Bank of Elgin: 330 
Coins given away: 50 


Coins ready to be sent by Hoffecker to the First National Bank of Elgin to the account of T.A. 
Rovelstad: 5,370 


Coins sold to Hoffecker for inventory for $1 each: 250 


TOTAL: 25,000 coins 


ELGIN, ILLINOIS 1 The Elgin half dollar was struck in 1936 


to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
CENTENNIAL ; the founding of Elgin, Illinois. The pro- 
ceeds from the sale of the coin were used 
Commemorative Half Dollar to erect the Pioneer Memorial Statue de- 
Designed by picted on the reverse of the coin. Both the 
coin and statue were designed by Trygve 
Trygve A. Rovelstad Rovelstad. The date "1673" refers to the 
year in which the famous explorers Joliet 
and Marquette entered Illinois Territory. 


"Ip commemorate this rare coitis jubilee, 
500 uncirculated specimens will be 
selected from the original 20,015 net 
mintage. This coin has been sealed in a 


1936 Elgin, Illinois, Centennial Half Dollar housed in a holder with a certificate signed "Trygve" by the designer Trygve A. 
Rovelstad, and numbered 472 [out of a total of 500 examples placed in identical custom holders]. The certificate features a 
halftone photo of Trygve A. Rovelstad studying one of his sculptures. On verso, the certificate has a brief history of the 
Elgin commemorative half dollar issue. These special certificates and holders were issued in 1986, 50 years after the coins 
themselves were issued. Courtesy of Stacks Bowers Galleries. 


By this time $8,680.00 in profits had been advanced to Rovelstad, and Hoffecker had earned 
$6,576.50 in commissions. Some profits and commissions consisting of small amounts remained to be 
paid. 

On June 7, 1937, Hoffecker wrote to Rovelstad as follows: You can never sell all of the balance at 
$1.50, and if you return them to the Mint you only get 50¢, and it will react against you any time you are 
connected with another bill.’ So long as it is a settled fact that eventually you must accept 50¢ each for 
them, why not let me have 500 or 1,000? | feel | have done a good job distributing these coins as | have 
reached 99% of the collectors, and the dealers are complaining they have no market for their coins; some 
are offering them for $1.55 and $1.60 to get rid of their stock. . . By letting me have the coins you get your 
money out of hem at once and | will agree to keep the price at $1.50. The sales the last three months 
have not paid expenses, let alone made anything for my trouble. | feel | should be favored in preference 
to sending them back to the government or putting them in general circulation, which you certainly do not 
want to do. . .' 

On June 30th Hoffecker wrote again: 'Received your letter this morning.... You say, 'Hold 600 coins for 
the Committee.’ What do you want me to do with the balance? Have you made arrangements at the Mint 
to return them? That will be necessary before we can ship them back and you asked me how many I 
want. That depends on the price. If | can get them at par, as we talked while | was in Elgin, | will take as 
many as | can get... Regardless of how many you let me have, | will agree not to put them in circulation 
and would not give out any information to anyone as to how many | had disposed of. . . During the past 
month we received orders for only 23 coins. . . If you decide to turn the balance of the coins over to me | 
can give you a check immediately. . . If | cannot have the coins for less than $1.00 each, | will take just 
the 250 coins you offered me. You will be out considerable express and insurance on the coins if you ship 
them anywhere. . .’ 

In the same letter Hoffecker noted that of the dealers who were advertising in the June 1937 issue of 
The Numismatist the following ad bought Elgin coins in the quantities indicated: William Rabin (50 coins), 
M.H. Bolender (200), Tatham Stamp & Coin Co. (150), Elias Rasmussen (200), S.M. Koeppel (10), and 
H.W. Fritter (3). 

On July 2, 1937, Rovelstad wrote Hoffecker to inform him that the Elgin Monumental Committee had 
decided to let him buy as many coins as he wanted for $1 each and sent instructions that the balance of 
the coins should be shipped to the First National Bank of Elgin. On July 8, 1937 Hoffecker agreed to buy 
250 coins at this rate. On the same date Rovelstad informed Hoffecker that the Elgin banks had 244 
unsold coins on hand. 

On July 10th, Rovelstad, apparently having had second thoughts about bearing the expense of having 
the coins shipped from El Paso to Elgin and then from Elgin to the Mint, wrote Hoffecker as follows: ‘It 
was more or less an understanding that the coins should be returned to the Mint from your office. Now 
since you have through [sic] handling our coin been appointed chairman of the [American Numismatic 
Association] Legislative Coinage Committee, you are afraid of spoiling your reputation by accommodating 
us in this way, thus costing us some $50 more in freight charges on the coins than would be if sent 
directly [to the Mint] from your office. | do not think these facts look good on the surface. My committee 
feels the same. We give you due credit for what you have done, but the facts speak for themselves. . .' 
The difference of opinion was soon straightened out, and later correspondence between the two was in a 
cordial vane. 

Trygve A. Rovelstad made arrangements soon thereafter to return 5,000 unsold coins to the Mint for 
melting. L.W. Hoffecker's inventory of 250 or so coins lasted a long time.! Apart from the illogic of their 
distribution in distant El Paso, nothing untoward was associated with the distribution of the Elgin 
Centennial half dollars, and certainly at the Illinois end of he deal sculptor Trygve A. Rovelstad’s 
intentions and ethics were of the highest order. 


1. Rovelstad was actively involved promoting legislation for a Chicago Charter Jubilee (100th anniversary) coin and had 
written to Hoffecker about it on several occasions. 

1. L.W. Hoffecker’s records reveal that in early 1948 his Watkins coin company still had a stock of Elgin commemorative 
half dollars on hand for sale and was selling them for $2.25 each. Earl C. Schill, a Detroit dealer, bought 10 of them at that 
price on February 26; Miss Kathleen Coen, a Michigan collector, bought 3 on March 12. 


L.W. Hoffecker distributed the pieces in a skillfully orchestrated publicity campaign and did as well as 
anyone could have done at the time. Trygve A. Rovelstad netted about $8,000 from the sale of the half 


dollars, enough to keep the work going on the Pioneer Memorial as it awaited government funds (which 
never came) to make its completion possible. . . 


“L.W. HOFFECKER 
P.O. Box 75 
El Paso, Texas 
July 1, 1936 
Dear Sir: 

| have been appointed by the Elgin Illinois Centennial Committee to distribute their centennial 
commemorative half dollar, which | will do from my office in El Paso, Texas. 

This coin is being sponsored by the Elgin Centennial Monumental Committee and the proceeds from 
the sale of the coins are to be used to erect a monument to the Pioneers who settled Elgin and Northern 
Illinois one hundred years ago. Mr. Trygve A. Rovelstad, a sculptor of Elgin, is the designer of both the 
coin and the monument. 

Please note the Elgin Bill calls for NOT MORE THAN 25,000 COINS while some of the other Bills where 
the Commissions are asking $1.75 and $2.00 for their coins call for NOT LESS THAN 25,000 COINS. 

The Elgin coins will all be from one mint, Philadelphia, and of one date and one design. There will be 
no varieties. 

As a year has elapsed since this bill was introduced, we have over 7,000 advance orders on our books, 
and will fill orders in the order received, but we cannot accept orders unless accompanied by remittances, 
either check or money order. Please do not send stamps for the coins, and make all remittances payable 
to L.W. Hoffecker, Distributor. 

The price has been set at $1.50 per coin plus postage and insurance as follows: 

1 to 3 coins 10c; 4 to 5 coins 15c; 6 to 10 coins 25c. 

| hope the collectors will not delay sending in their orders as | wish to give them the same service | 
gave them when handling the Old Spanish Trail coin but cannot do so without their cooperation. | also 
wish to take care of the dealers for a reasonable number of coins, sufficient to supply their customers. 

We expect make delivery of the coins sometime in the early fall, as soon as the Mint can deliver them 
but please be patient as we cannot hurry the Government. 

All orders and remittances will be acknowledged promptly, 


Yours very truly, 
L.W. Hoffecker, A.N.A. 2610 


L.W. HOFFECKER 
P.O. Box 75 
El Paso, Texas 
August 11, 1936 
Dear Mr. Nichols: 

Our letters evidently crossed each other in the mail. | wrote you some time ago about the postal card 
you sent me, and not getting any reply, | sent you another letter with an air mail envelope enclosed. The 
next day after mailing that, | got your reply, which was very satisfactory, and | am not at all worried any 
more. In fact, | was not very much worried to start with, but | wanted to be sure about it, as there has 
been too much racketeering going on in this commemorative business. 

Now | see a man in Albany comes out and gets The Numismatist to name him as the distributor of the 
Albany coin. Just as that man Grant did in Rhode Island, and he is charging more than the regular price 
of the coin. This is misleading to the collectors, and looks very much like another racket. Mr. Gillespie, in 
Albany, told me that they were going to handle all the coins themselves, but since that | have been unable 
to get any reply to my letters to him. | wrote him the same day | wrote you, and then wrote him again, but 
up to the present time | have not received any reply. 


2. The $8,000 figure was provided to the author by Gloria Rovelstad in a letter dated April 5, 1991. An incorrect sum of 
$10,000 is mentioned in an article by Ronald E. Porep, 'Lifetime of Work in a Statue,' in Grit, February 2, 1975, p. 13. 

3 Commemorative Coins of the United States; A Complete Encyclopedia, Q. David Bowers. Published by Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 1991, p. 360-361. 


Let me know how many Elgin coins you will want, and it is not necessary for you to send the money 
until | send the coins. | will check up in a day or two and see if | can use any more of your coins. 


Yours truly, 
L.W. Hoffecker 


Among the many issues appearing in 1936 were the Elgin and San Diego issues, advertised here in 
the September issue of ‘The Numismatist.’ L.W. Hoffecker earlier distributed the 1935 Old Spanish Trail 
half dollars, an offering which sold out quickly. The Elgin pieces were slow sellers, and eventually 5,000 
pieces were returned to the Philadelphia Mint for melting. Hoffecker, who later became president of the 
American Numismatic Association, was in the forefront of the campaign against commemorative half 
dollar abuses. He made several trips to Washington, talked with legislators, and introduced a resolution 
providing guidelines for future issues. As it happened, the entire idea of commemoratives was in general 
disfavor by that time, so few new authorizations were made after the 1936 year. 


TEXAS BANKERS ASSOCIATION 
Dallas, Texas 

April 19, 1939 
Dear Walter: 

For some time | have been planning to write you. Recently, your friend Stanley of the First National 
Bank, Boston, wrote me, and | was glad to furnish him two notes he lacked for the bank’s collection. He 
spoke highly of you. 

Walter, | have definitely decided that | will not permit my name to appear on the ballot for a place on 
the ANA Board of governors. I’ve had it plenty long-it's an honor that should be passed around. 

Besides, we of the Southwest expect to run friend Hoffecker for ANA president at the New York 
convention. Support for him is already coming in from all parts of the country even before any 
announcement of his candidacy. As you will agree, he is a fine fellow and friend, and eminently qualified 
for the place. He has served two terms on the Board, did some very effective work in Washington for the 
ANA and has a wide circle of followers, because of his fair distribution of the Spanish Trail and Elgin half 
dollars. We think he can be elected easily. 

Now, Walter, we want you on the Board. | will nominate you at the proper time and you can depend on 
the South and West to put you over. | am looking further down the line—after a term or two we will "run" 
you for the presidency! And elect you! 

So, write me what you think of friend Hoffecker as a candidate (it is not his idea—but he will be willing 
and eager to serve the ANA if elected.) | am here and now binding myself to vote and work for you for a 
place on the board. | know you can aid very materially in getting the New England vote for friend 
Hoffecker over any other candidate. 

| hope you and Mrs. Nichols spent a splendid winter (that Florida visit no doubt, was good-next time 
come to Texas!) and that you are both well and happy. Please give her my best thoughts. 


Sincerely, 
W.A. Philpott, Jr.”4 


4 An Inside View of the Coin Hobby in the 1930s: The Walter P. Nichols File, Edited by Q. David Bowers, Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Copyright 1984 by Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc., p. 77, 85, 96, 126. 


Anthony stands on “the base” in Davidson Park. © 


Courtesy of The Commemorative Trail. The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins. My first journey to Elgin 
and visit with a U.S. Commemorative Coin Designer. By Anthony J. Swiatek. Spring 2002, Vol. 19, No. 5, p. 22. 
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Elgin envelope and Dennison coin holder. Courtesy of Stacks Bowers Galleries Archives. 
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Back of an Elgin order confirmation postcard 


Courtesy The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, 2007, Volume 24, No. 1 of 
3, p. 30-31. 
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L. F. Hoffecker’s personal endorsement stamp for the Elgin Centennial. Hoffecker was the official distributor of the Elgin 
issue. This rubber stamp was used by him to process orders received. Absolutely unique and obtained directly from the 
Hoffecker estate. 


Courtesy of Superior Galleries, Shaffer Collection. 


Cornelius Vermeule writes: "It is difficult to find a more aesthetically satisfying, technically superior 
commemorative half dollar than the Elgin, Illinois, Centennial of 1936. The subject of both obverse and 
reverse, the Pioneer Memorial in Elgin, is like the obverse of the Stone Mountain half dollar in 1925; an 
example of a statue group being used as a coin design by the artist who was also sculptor of the group. 
Triple use or creation can be said to have been achieved here, because the head of the old pioneer on 
the obverse is also the head of the man with the rifle at the front of the group on the reverse. The three- 
dimensionality, as well as the precise detail, of the four figures has been cleverly translated onto the 
reverse of the coin. The lettering is inconspicuous and, especially on the obverse, nobly spaced out (fig. 
217). Its format-the relation of major and minor lettering to the head in profile-is that followed by Gilroy 
Roberts in the obverse of the Kennedy half dollar of 1964 (fig. 240). 

The designer of this half dollar, and also sculptor of the statue, Trygve Rovelstad, has produced one of 
the major documents of sculptural plasticity and vibrant relief in the series of commemorative coins. His 
obverse is worthy of a Roman medallion, and his reverse rivals the great neoclassic dies of England or 
Bavaria in the 19th century. 

A resident of Elgin, Rovelstad worked steadily over the decades at the production of handsome medals 
similar in style to this 1936 half dollar. In 1970 he created a medallion of silver dollar size for the Lincoln 
Heritage Trail Foundation of Champaign, Illinois. The young Lincoln's head appears on the obverse, and 
the future president on horseback in a rural landscape serves as the theme of the reverse. This medallion 
was designed to resemble a commemorative coin, and the subject, sacred to Kentucky, Indiana, and 
Illinois, would have been deemed of sufficient interest in the 1930s to have produced a half dollar. 
Numerous similar medals, made to be as like coins as the law permitted, were sold by many 


organizations throughout the United States in the 1960s.”° 


5 Numismatic Art in America; Aesthetics of the United States Coinage, 2nd edition, Cornelius Vermeule, Whitman 
Publishing, LLC, 2007, p. 184. 
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Courtesy of the Commemorative Trail-A Rare Commemorative Discovery by Helen Carmody, Fall 1989, p. 42. 
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Courtesy of the Commemorative Trail-A Rare Commemorative Discovery by Helen Carmody, Fall 1989, p. 43. 
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Courtesy of the Commemorative Trail-A Rare Commemorative Discovery by Helen Carmody, Fall 1989, p. 44. 


PROGRAM 


ELGIN CENTENNIAL 


CELEBRATION 
JUNE 16-22, 1935 


1835 - 1935 


Sunday, June 16—Religious Day. 

Monday, June 17—Elgin Day. 

Tuesday, June 18— Illinois Day. 
Wednesday, June 19—Old Settlers Day. 
Thursday, June 20—Farmers Day. 

Friday, June 21—New Settlers Day. 
Saturday, June 22— American Legion Day. 
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Courtesy of the Elgin History Museum. 


MILLER COAL & ICE CO. 


(Not Inc.) 
COAL - COKE - WOOD - FUEL OIL 


— te 
OFFICE 


YARD 
474 No. Grove Ave. Elgin 7500 170 E. Chicago St. 


SPECIAL DAYS 


Sunday, June 16, Religious Day 
FRANKLIN €, SORN, Chairman 
10:00 Special church services in all churches. 
7:80 Sacred Concert, Academy Field, 


Monday, June 17. Elgin 8 
MAYOR MY RON M. LEHMAN, Chairman 
2:30 Historical parade, 700 actors and actresses, High School Band, 
Abbott School Band, Historical relics including stage coach, 
model 1850 North Western train, spinning wheels, etc, 
Maj. Win. J. Wrona, Marshal. 
8:15 "On Wings of Time," Elgin Academy Athletic Field. 


Tuesday, June 18, Illinois Day 
beGOY B. ELLIS, Chairman 
3:30 Concert, Academy Field, High School Band. 
4:00 CREE "Illinois," Hon. Charles & Deneen, former Governor 
o ne 
8:15 “On Wings of Time," Elgin Academy Athletic Field, 


Wednesday, June 19, Old Settlers’ Day 
DR. W. H. BISHOP, Chairman 
12:30 pot luck dinner, Lord's Park pavillion, 
Program, Atty. Lawrence McNerney, President, Elgin Centennial 
Association, Master of Ceremonies, 
Roll Sint of members—each giving native state and year of 
arrival, 
2:30 formal program, Dr, W. II. Bishop, presiding. 
Short business session. 
Music. 
Indian skit by Boy Scouts, Carl Parlasca leading. 
Talk by Judge Frank E, Shopen. 
"Sweet Bye and Bye," national favorite song (son of writer will 
be special guest). 
Neighboring towns represented will be called on. 
Miss Nell E. O'Connell, Secretary Old Settlers’ Assn, 
8:15 "On Wings of Time," Elgin Academy Athletic Field, 
Thursday, June 20, Farmers' Day 
MARSHALL SHERMAN, Chairman Arrangements 
JAMES FOLEY, Chairman Evening Program 
3:00 Ball game between Boys Club of Plato and Boys Club of 
Big Rock. 
7:00 Basket Lunch, Lord's Park Pavillion and Grounds. 
8:00 Concert by 4-H Club orchestra. 
8:15 "On Wings of Time," Elgin Academy Athletic Field. 
9:00 Address: Earl] C. Smith, Pres, Illinois Agricultural Assn. 
Harry Kelley, Farm Adviser. 


THe LITHOTYPE COMPANY 


Established 1900 


PHOTO ENGRAVERS 


Zinc and Copper Etchings 
Three and Four Color Plates 


ART WORK — DESIGNERS 
HALFTONES — ELECTROTYPES 


— — — | Phone, Elgin - 2394 
The Lithetype Engraving Co. Building 370 Brook St Elgin, Ill. 


Courtesy of the Elgin Historical Museum. 
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Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. 


Trygve A. Rovelstad Bio: 

“Elgin native Trygve A. Rovelstad was a renowned 
sculptor and medalist. He was sculptor of the City of Elgin's 
monumental bronze ‘Pioneer Family Memorial.’ He was the 
nation's first medalist sculptor of the U.S. War Department 
and designed numerous U.S. military medals, and other 
civilian and commemorative medals. He was selected as 
the editor and designer of the ‘American Roll of Honor’ 
located in St. Paul's Cathedral, London. He was the sculptor 
of the Senator Barr statue displayed in the State of Illinois 
Capitol Rotunda. 

Born on September 27, 1903, in Elgin, Illinois, to 
Norwegian immigrant parents, Trygve Rovelstad attended 
Lowrie Grade School and Elgin High School, where he 
excelled in art classes. After graduation, he studied at the 
Nellie Fabyan estate art studio in Geneva. Later he was accepted to work and study at the famous 
Midway Studio of master sculptor Lorado Taft and he attended night classes at the Art Institute of 
Chicago. He furthered his art studies at Beaux Arts in New York City. He then returned to Elgin and 
modeled miniature reliefs for Lorado Taft. Next, Trygve traveled west and attended the University of 
Washington, where he completed four years of sculpture training in just two years. In preparation for his 
Pioneer Memorial sculpture, he traveled to Paris, France, to do studies of sculpture and the related arts at 
the Louvre. After a life of artistic accomplishment, Trygve died on June 8, 1990, at age 86 in Elgin. 

Trygve sculpted the ‘Pioneer Family Memorial,’ located at Kimball Street Bridge and the Fox River in 
Elgin, Illinois: ‘The Pioneer Family Memorial’ is a four-figure heroic size bronze sculpture dedicated on 
November 11, 2001. Trygve Rovelstad began this work in the 1930s as a tribute to the pioneers settling 
the Fox River Valley. He founded the non-profit Pioneer Memorial Foundation of Illinois Inc. in 1957 with 
other civic leaders. Its purpose was to raise the funds to erect the sculpture. 

Trygve sculpted the 'Pioneer Family Memorial,' located at Kimball Street Bridge and the Fox River in 
Elgin, Illinois: ‘The Pioneer Family Memorial’ is a four-figure heroic size bronze sculpture dedicated on 
November 11, 2001. Trygve Rovelstad began this work in the 1930s as a tribute to the pioneers settling 
the Fox River Valley. He founded the non-profit Pioneer Memorial Foundation of Illinois Inc. in 1957 with 
other civic leaders. Its purpose was to raise the funds to erect the sculpture. After his death, this 
foundation continued and completed the bronze casting and installation of Trygve's signature work in 
2001. Substantial financial help came from the City of Elgin, the Elgin Cultural Arts Commission, the Kane 
County Forest Preserve District, the State of Illinois, and private businesses and citizens. These entities 
realized the importance of finishing the dream of this prominent Fox Valley artist. 

As First Medalist Sculptor for U.S. War Department, during World War Il, Trygve Rovelstad designed 
the following revered military medals and awards: Combat Infantryman Badge, Legion of Merit, Bronze 
Star, Occupation of Germany Medal (General John J. Pershing Medal), Unit Blue Citation Badge, 
Women's Army Corps (WACs) Medal and Insignia Lapel Pins, and the E-Medal Award for 'excellence' in 
performance of civilian duties in support of the war effort during World War Il. (The letter 'E' appears in a 
wreathed circle placed upon a red and blue striped pennant field.) 

Trygve also designed and sculpted commemorative medals and coins: 

* Elgin Centennial Half-Dollar Commemorative Coin: Legal tender U.S. commemorative fifty-cent piece 
struck at the Philadelphia Mint to honor the 100th anniversary of the founding of the City of Elgin. Also, 
the coin was a fund-raiser for erection of the Pioneer Memorial Statue with the Pioneer Scout head on 
one side and the Pioneer group on the other side. 

* Chicago Fire Medal: Commemorating 100th anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire with proceeds to 
benefit the Chicago Historical Society. 

* Illinois Sesquicentennial Medal: Commemorating 150th birthday of the State of Illinois. 

* Chicago Coin Club Medal: Commemorating 50th anniversary of the Chicago Coin Club (coin appears on 
the Chicago Coin Club letterhead 


* Screaming Eagle Medal: Commissioned by the 101st Airborne Division Association to honor its history 
of service to the nation. 

* Logan Hay Medal: Commissioned by the Abraham Lincoln Association and awarded annually to select 
individuals demonstrating 'devotion to the ideals of Lincoln'. 

* Lincoln Heritage Trail Medallion: The Lincoln Heritage Trail Foundation struck this medallion in 
commemoration of Lincoln's years in Kentucky, Indiana and Illinois. 

* Captive Nations Eisenhower Proclamation Medal: On July 17, 1959, Congress passed a resolution 
authorizing the President of the United States to proclaim the third week in July as Captive Nations Week 
in honor of those countries whose people live under communism. Trygve was commissioned to sculpt a 
commemorative medal to recognize the tenth anniversary of the proclamation. 

* Governor's Medal, 1953, unveiled in Springfield in the Illinois Senate. One side of the medal is a relief 
portrait of Governor William G. Stratton. 

* Mark Twain Medal, commissioned by the Chase Commemorative Society as an historical tribute to Mark 
Twain. The reverse of the medal states, ‘Loyalty to Petrified Opinion Never Freed a Human Soul.’ 

* Pioneer Medal: One of the original fundraisers for erection of the Pioneer Memorial. 

* Editor and Designer of the 'American Roll of Honor,' presented by General Dwight Eisenhower to Queen 
Elizabeth for display in the American Chapel, St. Paul's Cathedral in London. The 'American Roll of 
Honor’ is the largest manuscript of its kind in the world. Its vivid watercolor paintings are illuminated in 
gold. Hand-inscribed on vellum are the names and ranks of over 28,000 American servicemen, who died 
in defense of Britain before D-Day. 

* Sculptor of Senator Barr Statue: Commissioned by the Illinois Legislature in 1952 to create a life size 
bronze statue of State Senator Richard J. Barr. The Barr Statue resides in the Illinois State Capitol 
Rotunda. 

The Pioneer Family Memorial was selected as one focal point of Elgin's multimillion dollar Riverfront 
Redevelopment Project, and the Pioneer Family Memorial sculpture photograph has been used in 
promotional material for the Elgin Area Chamber of Commerce and the Elgin Parks and Recreation 
Division. A medallion of the Pioneer Family Memorial Dedication Ceremony was chosen by the City of 
Elgin as a 2001 Holiday Gift to its employees. The medallion was a replica of Rovelstad's Pioneer Family 
and was sculpted by St. Charles artist, Guy Bellaver. 

The international numismatic (coin collecting) community has long revered the beautiful Elgin 
Centennial Half-Dollar Coin designed by Trygve Rovelstad. Its representatives traveled to Elgin for the 
dedication of the Pioneer Family Memorial statue in 2001. 


Trygve in his yard. Courtesy of the Library of Congress (LOC). 


This Fox Valley monument has been the subject of 
numerous articles in their trade publications and will 
draw coin collectors to Elgin in the future. 

Trygve's design of the Combat Infantryman Badge 
(CIB) became the subject of a David Powers' large- 
scale, public sculpture honoring recipients of the CIB 
as well as its designer. At one time, it was located in 
the Elgin park along the Fox River near the Grand 
Victoria Casino. 

Trygve Rovelstad designed a concrete sculpture of 
the American flag, which was on Elgin's Walton Island 
from the 1930s to 1960s. Through time, this sculpture 

- D i deteriorated and was removed. However, it served as 
the inspiration for the current monumental steel sculpture of the American flag by David Powers. 


Several of Trygve Rovelstad's sculpture works are displayed at the Elgin Area Historical Museum. A 
large plaster of paris model of the "I Will" head for his proposed colossal statue for Chicago's harbor was 
donated to and is on display at the Illinois Math and Science Academy (IMSA) in Aurora. 

Elgin Community College in 1995 sponsored its ‘Rovelstad Retrospective’ in the Safety-Kleen Gallery 
One to showcase the lifetime body of work of Trygve Rovelstad. Many of his smaller sculptures, paintings 
and drawings were exhibited. Examples of his watercolor designs for the ‘American Roll of Honor” 

‘were featured. 

He established ‘Tryg's Sculpture School’ at the Rovelstad Studio on Ryerson Avenue in Elgin to 
instruct new generations in his craft. Students throughout the Fox Valley attended the school, and visitors 
were always welcome. 

Trygve authored the book, American Eagle, which was posthumously published by Elgin Community 
College in 1998, funded by a grant from the Elgin Cultural Arts Commission. Book proceeds went to the 
Pioneer Memorial Foundation of Illinois, Inc. American Eagle was his study of America's national symbol 
and contained many photographs of his work. 

Trygve Rovelstad, in his 86 years of life, spent mostly in Elgin, compiled extensive accomplishments in 
the sculptural arts. He served his country and community in an exemplary fashion. His fine work 
continues in use today, long after his death, in the form of prestigious awards to our nation's military. 

Civic leaders embraced his monumental vision for a tribute to America's pioneering spirit and erected his 
signature Pioneer Family Memorial. He will long be remembered as one of the Fox Valley's favorite 
sons." 6 


6 Fox Valley Arts Hall of Fame, Rovelstad, Class of 2004. 


Congressional Authorization Act: 
[PUBLIC—NO. 688—747" CONGRESS] 
[H. R. 8234] 

AN ACT 


To authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in commemoration of the one hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of the city of Elgin, Illinois, and the erection of a heroic Pioneer Memorial. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary of the founding of the city of Elgin, 
Illinois, and the erection of the heroic Pioneer Memorial, there shall be coined at a mint of the United 
States, to be designated by the Director of the Mint, not to exceed twenty-five thousand silver 50-cent 
pieces of standard size, weight, and composition and of a special appropriate single design containing a 
replica of the “Pioneers”, to be fixed by the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, but the United States shall not be subject to the expense of making the necessary dies and 
other preparations for this coinage. 


SEC. 2. The coins herein authorized shall bear the date 1936, irrespective of the year in which they are 
minted or issued, shall be legal tender in any payment to the amount of their face value, and shall be 
issued only upon the request of the chairman of the coinage committee of the Elgin Centennial 
Monumental Committee, upon payment by him of the par value of such coins, but not less than twenty- 
five thousand such coins shall be issued to him at any one time and no such coins shall be issued after 
the expiration of one year after the date of enactment of this Act. Such coins may be disposed of at par or 
at a premium by such committee, and the net proceeds shall be used by it in defraying the expenses 
incidental and appropriate to the commemoration of such event. 


SEC. 3. All laws now in force relating to the subsidiary silver coins of the United States and the coining or 
striking of the same, regulating and guarding the process of coinage, providing for the purchase of 
material, and for the transportation, distribution, and redemption of coins, for the prevention of 
debasement or counterfeiting, for the security of the coins, or for any other purposes, whether such laws 
are penal or otherwise, shall, so far as applicable, apply to the coinage herein authorized. 


Approved, June 16, 1936. 


